
DEREK V. PRICE, Ph.D. 
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EDUCATION 

 

American University   1999 Ph.D. Sociology 

College of Arts & Sciences 

 

University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 1990 M.A. Russian and Eastern European Studies 

Rackham School of Graduate Studies  

 

Duke University   1988 B.A. Comparative Area Studies 

Trinity College 

 
PROFESSIONAL WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

April 2004-Current Director, DVP-PRAXIS LTD 

   Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Foundation Clients: William & Flora Hewlett Foundation; Walter S. 

Johnson Foundation; Stuart Foundation; KnowledgeWorks Foundation; 

ECMC Foundation; College Access Foundation; Joyce Foundation; 

Lumina Foundation for Education 

 

Nonprofit Clients: Brookings Institution; Education Commission of the 

States; The Institute for Higher Education Policy; MDRC; California 

Partnership to Achieve Student Success; Pell Institute for the Study of 

Higher Education Opportunity; Academy for Educational Development; 

Center for American Progress; University of Texas Community College 

Leadership Program; National Association of Student Financial Aid 

Administrators; Pathways to College Network; MDC, Inc.; Social Science 

Research Council; University of Alaska System; Indiana University-

Purdue University, Indianapolis; Southeastern Pennsylvania Consortium 

for Higher Education; Kingsborough Community College 

 

2001-2004  Director, Higher Education Research 

   Lumina Foundation for Education 

   Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

2002-2004  Adjunct Professor 

School of Adult Learning and Continuing Education 

University of Indianapolis 

Indianapolis, Indiana 



  

 

 

2000   Director, Center for Educational Research and Leadership 

Institute for Regional Analysis and Public Policy 

   Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky 

 

1999-2000 Assistant Professor 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Criminology 

Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky 

 

1999    Adjunct Professor 

Department of Sociology 

American University, Washington, D.C. 

 

1996-1998 Adjunct Instructor 

Department of Sociology 

American University, Washington, D.C. 

 

1994 Survey Researcher and Editor 

Smithsonian Institute 

National Air and Space Museum 

Washington, D.C.  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

Books  

  

Price, D.V. (2004). Borrowing Inequality: Race, Class and Student Loans. Boulder, 

Colorado: Lynne Rienner. 

 

Journal Articles (refereed) 

 

Price, D.V. (2004). Educational debt burden among student borrowers: An analysis of the 

Baccalaureate & Beyond panel, 1997 follow-up. Research in Higher Education 45 

(7): pp. 701-737. 

   

Ramsaran, D. and Price, D.V. (2003).  Globalization: A critical framework for 

understanding contemporary social processes. Globalization 3(2); available online 

at http://globalization.icaap.org/content/v3.2/02_ramsaran_price.html. 

 

Price, D.V. and Reeves, E.B. (2003). Student poverty, school accountability and 

postsecondary enrollment: A challenge for educational reform in Kentucky. Journal 

of Poverty: Innovations on Social, Political & Economic Inequalities 7 (4): pp.21-

35. 

 



  

Price, D.V. (2001). Merit aid and inequality: Evidence from baccalaureate & beyond. 

Journal of Student Financial Aid, 31 (2), 5-19. 

 

Price, D.V. (2001). The praxis of critical empiricism: Race, class, gender and social 

justice. Race, Gender & Class, 8 (2), 94-116. 

 

Manning, R.D., Price, D.V. and Rich, H.R. (1997). Concierge or information desk: 

Teaching social stratification through the malling of America. Teaching Sociology, 

25(1), 15-28. 

 

Invited Articles 

 

Price, D.V. (2004). Defining the Gaps: Access and Success at America’s Community 

Colleges. In Keeping America’s Promise: A Report on the Future of the 

Community College. Denver, CO: Education Commission of the States. 

 

Book Chapters 

 

Price, D. V. and Wohlford, J.K. (2005). Equity in Educational Attainment: Racial, Ethnic 

and Gender Inequality in the Fifty States. In Higher Education and the Color Line: 

College Access, Racial Equity, and Social Change, Eds. Gary Orfield, Patricia 

Marin and Catherine L. Horn. Harvard University. 

 

Monographs 

 

Hahn, R. and Price, D.V. (2008). Promise Lost: College Qualified Students Who Do Not 

Enroll in College. Washington, DC: The Institute for Higher Education Policy 

 

Price, D.V. and Bell, A. (2008). Federal Access Policies and Higher Education for 

Working Adults. Washington, DC: Center for American Progress.  

 

Price, D.V. and Roberts, B. (2007). Strengthening State Financial Aid Policies for Low-

Income Working Adults. Working Poor Families Project Policy Brief, Fall. 

 

Cunningham, A.F., McSwain, C. and Price, D. (2007). The Future of Private Loans: Who 

is Borrowing and Why? Washington, DC: The Institute for Higher Education 

Policy. 

 

Price, D.V. and Davis, R.J. (2006). Institutional Grants and Baccalaureate Degree 

Attainment. Washington, DC: National Association of Student Financial Aid 

Administrators.  

 

Price, D.V. (2005). Learning Communities and Student Success in Postsecondary 

Education. New York: MDRC. 

 



  

Kipp III, S., Price, D.V. and Wohlford, J.K. (2002). Unequal opportunity: Disparities in 

college access among the 50 states. Indianapolis, Indiana: Lumina Foundation for 

Education New Agenda Series. 

 

Price, D.V. (2001). Student loan forbearance and its relationship to default. Indianapolis, 

Indiana: Lumina Foundation for Education SYNOPSIS. 

 

 
PANELS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
Invited Talks 

 

Price, D.V. (2006, August). Benchmarking Student Success with Longitudinal Cohort 

Data: Possibilities and Promises from Achieving the Dream. Keynote Address. 

National Community College Benchmarking Project Inaugural Conference. Johnson 

City, Kansas. 

 

Price, D.V., Lee, J.B., Muraskin, L., and Whitson, K. (2005, September). Retaining 

Students at Community Colleges: An Update on the Achieving the Dream Initiative. 

Council for Opportunity in Higher Education. Washington, DC. 

 

Price, D.V. (2005, March). Keynote Address. Community College Planners and Research 

Organization. Hickory, NC. 

 

Price, D.V. (2005, January). Keynote Address. European Association of Institutional 

Researchand Association of Institutional Research Symposium on College Access, 

Miami. 

 

Price, D.V. (2004, November). Shifting the Costs of Postsecondary Education to 

Students: The Consequences of Student Loans in the United States. Canadian 

Federation of Students, Ottawa. 

 

Price, D.V. (2004, October). Defining Gaps at America’s Community Colleges: An 

Agenda for Change. Plenary Session: Association of Community College Trustees, 

New Orleans, LA. 

 

Price, D.V. (2003, October). Institutional Collaborations and Federal-State Policy 

Coordination: Strategies to Improve Postsecondary Outcomes. Keynote Address: 

Pacific Northwest Association of Institutional Research and Planning, Portland, OR. 

 

Price, D.V. (2003, April). Addressing Barriers to College for Low-Income Students: 

Indiana’s Twenty-First Century Scholars Program. Advisory Committee on Student 

Financial Assistance, Washington, DC. 

 

Finney, J., Longanecker, D. and Price, D.V. (2002, July). Footing the Bill for College: 

The Struggle for States and Students. National Conference of State Legislatures, 

Denver. 



  

 

Price, D.V. (2002, June). Research and Policy on Financial Access to College. Michigan 

Student Financial Aid Association, Traverse City. 

 

Price, D.V., and others. (2002, April). Invited Session: A Discussion with Foundation 

Officers. American Educational Research Association, New Orleans. 

 

Price, D.V. (2002, March). Unequal Opportunity: Indiana Overview. Steering Committee 

for Improved Participation in Postsecondary Education, Indianapolis. 

 

Price, D.V. (2002, February). Unequal Opportunity in College Access Among the 50 

States. Research Committee of the National Association of Student Financial Aid 

Administrators, Washington, D.C.  

 

Price, D.V. (2001, October). Exploring Educational Debt Burden and Social Inequality. 

American Educational Research Association Doctoral Awards Conference, 

Washington, D.C.  

 

Conference Presentations 

 

Price, D.V. (2008, June). College-Qualified Students Who Do Not Enroll in College. 

Financial Aid Research Network. Baltimore, Maryland. 

 

Price, D.V. and Tinto, V. (2007, September). Data-Driven Change: Tools to Improve 

Campus-Wide Retention. Council for Opportunity in Education. Chicago, Illinois. 

 

Price, D.V. (2007, June). Student Retention at IUPUI: Demographic Background, 

Academic Preparation, Gateway Courses and Financial Aid. Financial Aid Research 

Network. Portland, Oregon. 

 

Price, D.V. and McClenney, K. (2006, May). Using a Culture of Evidence to Improve 

Student Success: Lessons from Achieving the Dream. National Institute for Staff 

and Organizational Development. Austin, Texas. 

 

Price, D.V., Lyddon, J., Flores, M., and Stirn, J. (2006, May). Using Data to Drive 

Strategic Change: Early Experiences from Achieving the Dream. Association for 

Institutional Research. Chicago.  

 

Price, D.V., Wathington, H., Gonzales, K., and Ajose, L. (2005, November). Using Data 

to Improve Student Outcomes: The Achieving the Dream Initiative. Association for 

the Study of Higher Education. Philadelphia. 

 

Price, D.V. (2005, August) The Reliance on Student Loans to Finance Higher Education: 

Educational Debt Burden as a Social Problem. Society for the Study of Social 

Problems. Poverty, Class and Inequality Division. Philadelphia. 

 



  

Price, D.V., Bailey, T., Lee, J.B., Jenkins, D. (2005, May) Early Lessons from a Multi-

Year Initiative to Improve Student Success at Community Colleges. Association for 

Institutional Research. San Diego. 

  

Price, D.V. (2004, October). Walking the line between social science rigor and 

practicality: my experiences on a national foundation initiative. Association of 

Public Policy Analysis and Management. Atlanta.  

 

Price, D.V., Merisotis, J., and Thomas, S.L. (2004, July). Borrowing inequality: race, 

class and student loans. National Association of Financial Aid Administrators, 

Minneapolis, MN. 

 

Price, D.V., Galloway, Fred, Wohlford, J.K., and St. John, E.P. (2004, June). Equity in 

Educational Attainment: The Role of State Policy. Financial Aid Research Network, 

San Francisco, CA. 

 

St. John, E.P., Price, D.V., Heller, D.E., Fitzgerald, B., Perna, L. and Blanco, C. (2003, 

November). Expanding Access to Higher Education: The Impact of State Finance 

Strategies. Association for the Study of Higher Education Forum on Public Policy, 

Portland, OR. 

 

Price, D.V. and Wohlford, J.K. (2003, August). Race, Ethnic and Gender Inequality in 

Educational Attainment: A 40-Year Trend Analysis Among the 50 States. Harvard 

University Civil Rights Project Colorlines Conference, Cambridge. 

 

Price, D.V. (2003, August). Philanthropy and Social Change: The Role of Scholar-

Activists. Society for the Study of Social Problems, Atlanta. 

 

Price, D.V. (2002, October). What We Know: A Primer on Access and Success in 

Postsecondary Education. Grantmakers for Education, Denver. 

 

Price, D.V. and Reeves, E.B. (2002, April). The Effects of School Poverty on College 

Enrollments in Kentucky. American Educational Research Association, New 

Orleans. 

 
Price, D.V. (2001, August). Graduate Educational Attainment: The Impact of Student 

Loans. Association of Black Sociologists, Anaheim, California. 

 

Price, D.V. (2000, June). Where Students Graduate: Race, Class, Gender and 

Meritocracy. Financial Aid Research Network, St. Louis, Missouri. 

 

Price, D.V. (1999, August). Who Borrows for College? White Privilege and Student 

Loans. Association of Black Sociologists, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

Price, D.V. (1998, September). Social, Cultural and Financial Barriers to Educational 

Attainment and First Jobs. Council for Opportunity in Education, Washington, D.C. 

 



  

Price, D.V. (1998, April). Student Indebtedness and Higher Education: Some Preliminary 

Findings. Financial Aid Research Network, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

Price, D.V. (1996, February). Contradictions and Misdirected Priorities: The Guaranteed 

Student Loan Program. College of Arts & Sciences Student Research Conference, 

American University, Washington, D.C.  
 

 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS  

 

2000-2002 Principal Investigator, American Educational Research Association (AERA) 

Research Grant: “The Impact of Educational Debt Burden on Social Inequality: 

Effects of Race, Class, Gender and Educational Attainment” 

 

2000-2001 Principal Investigator, Institute for Regional Analysis and Public Policy, 

Morehead State University: “The Effects of Student Loans on Inequalities of 

Class, Race and Gender” 

 

1999-2000 Principal Investigator, American Educational Research Association (AERA) 

Dissertation Grant: “Systems of Inequality: Student Indebtedness and Early Labor 

Market Incorporation” 

 
 

FELLOWSHIPS, PRIZES AND AWARDS 
 

 Dean’s Fellowship, College of Arts & Sciences, American University, 1994-97. 

 

 Graduate Fellowship, Department of Sociology, American University, 1994-97. 

 

 Al McLung Lee Scholarship, Society for the Study of Social Problems, 1997. 

 

Masters Thesis Research Grant, Rackham School of Graduate Studies, University of 

Michigan, 1989. 

 

Special Educational Grant, Center for Continuing Education of Women, University of 

Michigan, 1989. 

 

Graduation with Distinction, Comparative Area Studies, Duke University, 1988. 

 

Harvard Book Award, Parkway West High School, 1984. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

REVIEWING ACTIVITIES 

 

2006 –   Reviewer, Sociology of Education 

 

2003 - 2005  Reviewer, Research in Higher Education 

 

2003 - 2007  Reviewer, Journal of Poverty 

 

2004 - 2005  Reviewer, Journal of Higher Education 

 

2001 - 2004  Editorial Review Board, Lumina Foundation for Education 

 

2001 - 2002  Reviewer, Journal of Student Financial Aid 

 

1997-2000 Reviewer, Teaching Sociology 

 

 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

Graduate Courses Taught: Introduction to Educational Research; Sociological Theory; Social 

Policy Research 

 

Undergraduate Courses Taught: Introduction to Sociology; Social Inequality: Race, Class 

and Gender; American Society; Work & Leisure; Politics 

and Power; Critical Social Thought   

 

Training: Milton Greenberg Seminar for College Teaching, American University 
 

SERVICE 

 

National 

 

Community College Survey of Student Engagement 

Validation Research Advisory Board, 2004-06 

 

National Center for Higher Education Management Systems 

Inequality in Higher Education Attainment Project Advisory Board, 2004 

 

National Center for Public Policy & Higher Education 

Associate, 2001-2002 

 

 Office of Educational Research and Improvement, U.S. Department of Education 

  Field Initiated Studies – Postsecondary Review Panel, 2001 



  

 

Professional 

 

American Educational Research Association, 1999 – 2004  

 

American Sociological Association, 1995 - 2003 

 

Association for Institutional Research, 2004 – 2006 

 

Association of Black Sociologists, 1999 – 2003 

 

 Association for the Study of Higher Education, 2001 - 2006 

 

Association of Public Policy Analysis and Management, 2004 

 

Society for the Study of Social Problems, 1996 - 2006 

 

 

College/University 

 

 Morehead State University 

  Ad-Hoc Committee to Study the Academic Profile, 1999-2000 

 

Morehead State University, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences 

  Graduate Curriculum Committee, 2000 

 

 American University 

  Organizer, Jobs for All Conference and Teach-In, 1996 

 

Department 

 

 Morehead State University, Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Criminology 

  Social Work Search Committee, 1999-2000 

  Graduate Curriculum Committee, 2000 

  Criminologist Search Committee, 2000 

 

 Morehead State University, Institute for Regional Analysis and Public Policy 

  Economist Search Committee (Chair), 2000 

 

 American University, Department of Sociology 

  Rank & Tenure Committee, 1995 

  Graduate Advisory Council, 1994 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

NATIONAL AND LOCAL MEDIA 

 

Interviewed for article on student borrowing and educational debt. Business Week, July 1, 

2005. 

 

Guest on Odyssey, a nationally syndicated radio show produced by Chicago Public Radio 

(WBEZ). Topic: Higher Education Access, July 24, 2003. 

 

Interviewed for article on need-based and merit-based aid. Indiana University Alumni 

Magazine, October 25, 2002 (published Spring/Summer 2003). 

 

Interviewed on WABC-TV, New York for story on college affordability. July 8, 2002. 

 

Interviewed for article on need-based and non-need-based financial aid. Indianapolis Star, 

July 24, 2002. 

 

Interviewed about need-based and non-need-based financial aid on WILL Radio, Urbana, 

Illinois, July 18, 2002. 

 

Interviewed with more than 20 newspapers about Lumina Foundation report, Unequal 

Opportunity: Disparities in College Access Among the 50 States: 

Louisville Courier-Journal, AP Montana, Iowa City Gazette, Baltimore Sun, Daily 

Tar Heel, Daily Bruin, Lawrence Journal World, Purdue Exponent, Daily News, 

Daily Pennsylvanian, Boston Metro Papers, Rocky Mountain News, Reason 

Online, Christian Science Monitor, Anchorage Daily News, Atlantic City Press, 

Columbia Tribune, Fort-Worth Star Telegram, Lincoln Journal Star, Greenville 

News, and Boston Globe. 

 

Interviewed with 9 radio stations about Lumina Foundation report, Unequal Opportunity: 

Disparities in College Access Among the 50 States: 

  WFRN, Elkhart, Indiana 

  WIBC, Indianapolis, Indiana 

  KCFO, Santa Cruz, California 

  KCBS, San Francisco, California 

  KKSU, Manhattan, Kansas 

  Radio Iowa 

  WAMC, Massachusetts 

  Radio America, Dateline Washington 

  AP National Radio 

 

 
REFERENCES UPON REQUEST 


